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Course Description
Technology Exploratory is a quarter-long, STEM-focused elective course designed to introduce students to the tools that are essential for professional, academic, and career success.  Technology Exploratory includes a focus on project-based learning infusing science and math with technology.  This includes input skill development, Microsoft Office software applications, career exploration activities, STEM related projects, and communication skills.

In this course students will learn the effective use of Microsoft Office and Google Docs with activities and projects.  Lessons are delivered online, through videos, and through classroom instruction.  Students will also be working on and improving their keyboarding skills.
Grading/Late work:
	Grades are based on:
· Digital Citizenship
· Participation:
· Leadership

· Class/Group  Discussions

· Class/Group Activities

· Entry Tasks

· Technology Activities/ Projects
	The final grade will be made up percentages from total points. Students need to keep all graded assignments until they have received their final grade for the course.  Late work will be accepted at a 50% rate.


	
	

	
	A = 93-100%
A- = 90 - 92%
B+ = 87 - 89%
	B = 83 - 86%
B- =80 - 82%
C+ = 77 - 79%
	C = 73 - 76%
C- = 70 - 72%
D+ = 67- 69%
	D  = 60 - 66%
F   = 0 - 59%


Student Progress
· Parents should access POWER SCHOOL to view student progress. Please contact the school office for more information or go to http://www.rsd.edu/parents/powerschool.html 

· Students are expected to have access to POWER SCHOOL to view current assignments, feedback and grades. 

Behavioral Expectations 
· Follow all rules as outlined in the EMS student handbook

· Bring you planner every day
· Tardies: students are expected to be in their seats with materials when the bell rings

· Respect the safety, feelings, property, and learning of others.  

(Wildcat Way: Respect ourselves, others, and ongoing learning)
Use of Internet and Media
Throughout the class students will be exposed to various websites and types of popular music and videos as part of the curriculum. Great care is taken to screen this material for middle school appropriateness. However, if a student is uncomfortable with the material in class they should inform the teacher (without causing a distraction) so the student may be given an alternative assignment.
Websites
Students may be required to store their files in the cloud at http://drive.google.com . Also students have assigned school email accounts they will access at https://www.outlook.com/students.rsd.edu . 
The sites this class uses vary but may include: 
	· Pixton.com

· YouTube.com

· Kahoot.it
	  Quizlet.com
  Padlet.com
  Tagxedo.com
	  Wittycomics.com
  Powtoons.com
  Weebly.com


Movies
Movies presented this quarter/semester with MPAA ratings may include one or more of the following. (For more information on ratings visit: http://www.mpaa.org/ratings )   
	· Robots  (PG)

· Google Boys
	· WALL-E (PG)

· Google Me


Internet Usage
Significant educational benefits result from Internet use. Internet safety depends on parents, staff, schools, and students. Ideally, inappropriate material would not be visible to students using the Internet, but this is not easy to achieve and cannot be guaranteed.  It is a sad fact that pupils may occasionally be confronted with inappropriate material, despite all attempts at filtering.  Students who experience material that is inappropriate or that they find distasteful, uncomfortable or threatening should close the page and report the site to the teacher for inclusion in the list of blocked sites on the district’s Internet filter.  Students who purposely search for and/or view inappropriate material will have their Internet privileges revoked for a period of time that the teacher, administration, and parents view as suitable. Parents may choose to limit or deny their student’s Internet access at school. Please contact the school office for more information.
I look forward to working with you and your child this school year.  If you have any questions or concerns feel free to call or e-mail me.  Due to coaching throughout the year, it may be difficult to get a hold of me after school.  The best way to reach me is e-mail or from 10:55-12:25, during my planning period and lunch.  Thank you for your time.

Sincerely,
Mr. Jeff Julio
Email: jeff.julio@rsd.edu
School Phone: 967-6200 ext. 1240
Website: http://emsjulio.weebly.com
Website: http://www.emstechlab.com
